Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

Chief Minister

Writers’ Building

Kolkata 700001

India

Dear Mr. Chief Minister

Recently, I heard the disturbing news that 15,000 peasants were soon to be forcibly evicted from their lands and deprived of their livelihood resources in Singur, Hooghly, as your government has acquired their agricultural lands for the construction of a “Tata Motors” plant, a car manufacturing unit of the Indian multinational Tata corporation. It was brought to my attention that fences were built up around 997 acres of land with the help of the police force and that the eviction of the farmers has already started. The police brutality against the Singur farmers is escalating, leading to the destruction of their homes and the beating-up of villagers. I was also informed that Emergency Act. 144 was imposed on Singur which prohibits meetings and free entrance to the Singur region.

The selected land is so fertile that the peasants can grow three crops per year, yet the Tata company is taking this fertile land for its factory. Non-agricultural lands were neither chosen for this factory, nor was appropriate compensation to the affected people granted. The livelihoods of thousands of agricultural labourers, sharecroppers and others who depend on these lands are in danger due to land acquisition. They would lose their access to food producing resources and be exposed to malnutrition and starvation.

As a state party to the  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, India  and  therefore the state of West Bengal are duty bound under international law to respect and protect  the  peasant's human right to adequate food. As a person working internationally for the right to feed oneself, I would like to ask you to: 

- Deconstruct the newly built-up fences and let the affected peasants resume their work; 

- Immediately stop the construction of car manufacturing plant in Singur and wait for the Supreme Court judgement;

- Ensure the right to food of the people during the interim period and ensure their access to food producing resources in future;

- Ensure proper punishment of the police officials and other parties who are responsible for the violence imposed on the villagers. 

I would strongly recommend immediate steps to find non-agricultural land for the construction of the Tata Car Manufacturing Unit. 

Please inform me about the action you plan to take regarding this matter.

Yours sincerely,

CC:

Tata Motors, Mumbai, India

FIAT Headquarters, Torino, Italia

Smt. Prathiba Patil, President of India, New Delhi India

Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India, New Delhi India

